




-:.l@smF. ,4 ,wrtnu
-;,i, 

Fasl,opon bends around 
LadybowerRescryoirgettfte 

blood rushing 

ofmountain areapr0mpt 

sport although 


Thoughts passes to take in a litile of 
thearea'smotor history, we'renottalklng

hillclimbs. House homewherethe ltKes
Chatsworth is the stately 

of Colin McBae thrilled fans.
and Juha Kankkunen rally 

Surprised?YouwillbewhenyouseeChatsworth's and
stunning 

immaculatelydesignedlawns, piece
aninfluential of 18th

centurylandscape Inthe Eighties 
gardeninghistory. and early

Nineties,thegroundswerea 5.6-mile stageon the Lombard

RACRally.


Thesedays, Subarusgravel-spraying havegivenwayto

busloads
ofpensioners

gawping
at the home's

genteel I'drather
furnishings. 

enjoythe B's functional
trim 
as we head on for nearby 
Bakewell.Yes,that'sBakewell 
asinthe tarts. Thealmond-
flavoured isthe result dessert 
of a local baker'sbotched 
attemptat a strawberry tart a 
centuryago.TheOld0riginal 
Bakewell Shop(lustPudding 
beforethe Red Lionpub)will 
refuelyour forthestomach 
routeahead. 

Turning towardsnorth 
Wardlow, lanesthe winding 
straightenup and encourage 
youtostretchthe 1 798cc Glockwisefromtop lefi: 
motora little.Whenthe IheCal and Fiddle lnn; 
straightruns zigzagging between gruatma&;Ihooldout, I can't resist playfully 

originalBakowellfarmers'fields, the crisp rack-and-pinion and PuddlngShop;enjoying steering 
light weight. Ghal$rorlfi housc; 

A few miles closerandyoucomeacrosssignsto Eyam. The 
Sugatti Brcsda at 

GastlotonGarago;not at 
Peak'srichcultural owes village: allal soa heritage a lot to thissleepy in 
1665 it was infected plague,but a yearof self-withthe bubonic 
imposedquarantineby the village preventedrector itfrom 
spreading,savingthousands lt's humbling of the of lives. tothink 
sacrifice people ltgotmethinkingabouthow the these made. 
MGBmanaged an impact withitsdesign,to have atodds 
touchinghalfa million livesthroughits 18-year productionrun.


ThroughHathersage,the allure peaks
of the towering to tne 
northpullsuseverdeeper and its stringintothis landscape of 

7t tubruary200/de$mffi 

fjord-like 
stop,l00k thegreatviews,but not for longas there's 
Nonruegian reservoirs.Theirtranquilsetflngbegsyouto 

and appreciate 

anotherstretchof Tarmac itchingtobe scratched along.
further 


Afew miles west you'llfindSnakePass.lt'sa
of Deruent, 

stretchof challenging thatwill reward witha chance 
A-road toget

up close tothe brooding of Kinder Scoutpeakto the south.
mass 


TheSnakeismostfunon weekends, 
whenthe road is less

likelyto be jammedwith labouring 
trucks0n their wayto 
Manchester, it mid-weex. butdon't let that stopyouifyoutackle 
The views 0f the highpeakst0 the southwestalonecouldalmost 

haveyouyearningto ditch 
the MGB for an Ordnance 
Surveymap and apairof 
walkingboots.Almost. 

Whetheryoustop off at 
Denrvent, up the blast 
Snakeor do both is your 
choice,but either way 
you'llneedto drop back 
downto find moreof the 
PeakDistrict'sgems, 
tuckedawayat the foot of 
theHopeValley. 

HeadeastforCastleton 
andSpeedwellCavern. 
Thatmightsoundlikean 
emporiumforengine 
goodies tuningbySixties 
aceJohn butSprinzel, 
don'tgettooexcited: 

Speedwellisoneofseveral caves areaandunderground in this 
the result of thousands of erosion theunderlyingofyears within 
limestone Those geological also made rock. ancient processes 
Speedwell source Acenturyago,thecaverna rich of minerals, 
thronged siphoning oflead.Today,the lead with miners its veins 


but the cave atreasure
is long gone, isstill troveofglistening 
stalactitesandstalagmites. 

lf the Speedwell connection pulsetuning hasyourautomotive 
quickening, inaquick atCastletonyoucanindulge stop Garage 
0n the town's edge. bedeceived quaintDon't by the building's 
and slightly run-down Tucked itsworkshop,look. inside there's 
everythingfroma basic AustinSevento a Bugatti Brescia 
undergoing tweaking. intothe Fifties mechanical lt'sa step back 
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.Jhe tranquil setting,
begsyouto stop, look 

and aDDreciate the 
ireatvibirys,br"ntheres 

another stretch of 

February2ooTulassimals z 
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toand the clock's ticking. 
Thefun'snotoverjustyetafew miles southof 

Kettleshume anA-roadis the Cat and Fiddle, between 
Macclesfield thatpaclsenough toand Buxton entertainment 
keepMichael knucklesSchumacher's white.


The road is named whatwasoncethe highest
after 
licensed andit's regarded ofpubinEngland as a stretch 
pure petrolhead why.nirvana.Turnleft and you'lldiscover 
The Cat (asit's name is often to) is a series abbreviated of 
fastcurves along of a hill.ltandswitchbacks the crest 
seems forthe first half as the gentletame a mile 
switchbaclalullyouwithviewseitherside,but the curves 
get progressively Eachone achallengetighter. becomes to 
brakea little laterand floor the MG's acceleratoralitfle 
earlier,lt'sa thrilling testof skill and andbutdeceptive nerve 
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lf Wlnnatt Prss 
doosn'tudb to0, 

roa docbr 

that extends outsidetoo Roger stocks m- owner Thorpe 
onhis forecourt fillthe 

tankforyou. 
Nowthe MG's and ready fortackling 

fourstarpetrol andwillhappily 

tank is brimmed 
Winnat's to take the notorious Tor,Pass usover Mam 
knownto locals as the shimmering At517m,peak. it'sthe 
area'ssecond hill. probablyhighest That's whythe Romans 
buifia string alongitscrest,althoughoffortresses they 
clearlyhadn't about for frequent heard its reputation 
landslidesthat led to the name. The most recent,backinthe 
Sixties,wassevereenoughtoblockthis road, but right now 
nothing as the MG's twin-Sucarburettorsisin our way 
slurpin loads mountain us up Winnat's of fresh air to power 
deepravine. 

the MG's noteAs the road rises, exhaust takeson an 
urgentbeat.Halfway tums a chance up, the pass'stight are to 

Englno1 798cc, in-line,four-
cylinder, twinSU carburettoB ohv, 
FoUtr rnd tonuo 92bhp @ 
5400rpm; @3000rpm1 101bft 

llansmlsshn Four-speed manual. 
rear-wheeldrive Steerlng Rack-
and-pinion Front:Suspenslon 
independent, coilwishbones, 

springs, dampers,leverarm anti-rol 
bar.Rear: leafsprings,live-axle, 

lever-arm Enkos Discs damoers 
front,drumsrearWelght 1060k9 
(23371b)hrfumanco Top speeo:
104mph; l2.1sec0-60mph: Gool 
nowt1234 Valuo now[7000 

easily, rearaxleits live 
lighteningupenoughto hint 
at oversteer. theAt times, 
steepinclinehasus TIMETOGFI HAMMERED 
dropping gearintosecond 
although alwaysthat's a 
pleasure the deliciously with 

explore abilitiesagain.Aquickheaveon the small you'llseephotographs of Rolls-Royce parkedthe car's cornering of a group SilverGhosts 
and chunky leather-covered wheel round outside. werehereonshake-downsteering andthe MGB noses They forthe 1 907 Scottish 

goesits reputation backa long way: takea nose aroundthepuband 

crispandprecise 
gearchange. cogsSwapping 

is so easyyou'lldo it justto

sendthe tachometer 
needle 
spinning of it. for the hell 
ThanKully,the cast-iron 
engine burst-proof.leels 
Sure,it lacl$ theaural 
delightof a six-cylinder or 
thepeakyrace-bredfeelof 
an ltalian twin-cam,but it's 
gotadownto-earth 
charisma as warm that's 
andcomfortingas seeing 
steakand ale pieon a 
pubmenu. 

Cresting thepass,over 
there'sjusttimeto take in 
theviewacrossthe Peaks. 
but there's anauctiontoget 
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AtJCTl0llS hurry. bidding times, wtren 
regular atBud0n's slor, witr a Big 'Healey numbersso big, 
l-l&HCI,ASSIC holds Whichmmns is especially fie 

sales Pavilioninitially are but ftere are 
Gardenscatersfor plenty upforgnabs:and el€rytypestugglingto make t|5,500 of bargains 
0f buyer, fromfirst-timers eslimate) anAustin-Healey([18,000-22,000 and Spritetor 
hankeringafhr a starterclassic an equally Jaguar tl600any0ne?to nice Ml€ for ortplvabouta
connoisseurcollechrs.lb88500(estimatet10,000-BIM633CSiifort800.lt,s
l.,loember included 12,000).22 sale a But it all warms up almostrudenotto,alfnughpu 
pre-war feelcomDelled asLagondaTourer,aCifodn when fie top sMf comesunder needn't tobid 
DS21Oecapobble, fie hammer andl-8[l bm $nron spechhfs $slcome.tuoJaguar are 0f 
E-types,a rally-prepared Porscle flopeflexeshis auctioneer cou$e do, it pay6todo a skills ifyou 
911anda Fen'ari Spider. b fuel tE competiti!€ e. homarnrk ofF355 atn6ptE litde on he ralue 

Just he cars gleamingToday, LeMans on.seeing a 1931 Talbot tre model pu'rekeen 
andon disphy isenough shmtup h a shggering l-l&H's Bruhn isAprilto next sale 
loosenyourwallet, 1280,000 E)Aert p98) 1 2. SogetdrMngandgetbutfie (see Buyer,
biddersarea seasoned before talls. pretendlotand tre hammer bidding.Just it,sa treat 
aren'tkeenh partwihcashina tt'sall a litueinhxicating for Motrers' at Day. 

ReliabilityTrial.

Downto Buxton 
on the 

finalfew miles of this drive. 
the Cat elicitsa renewed 
appreciationforRolls-
Royce's lt'stheengineering. 
samewith the MG's 
abilities, Thelastina way. 
few invigorating havehours 
shownhowtheB's 
combinationof simple, 
no-nonsenseengineering 
is as key to the driving 
enjoymentas its spirifof­
the-Sixties istofreedom 
itssoul.Let'shopethere's 
oneinside undergoing 
the hammer. [D 

fr',|t,r b Alat Dyer of Un MGOvrEB'qLb 
(wvwnwflw*Ifi .n di to( ilE lwt ofhis 
ireBanfle PavilinMerc, Btntdt 
(w.pviliawdens.m&. 
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